
MAY 9, 2017  PAGE 1 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 

 
TUESDAY 10:00 A.M. MAY 9, 2017 
 
PRESENT: 

Bob Lucey, Chair 
Marsha Berkbigler, Vice Chair 

Kitty Jung, Commissioner 
Vaughn Hartung, Commissioner 
Jeanne Herman, Commissioner 

 
Jan Galassini, Chief Deputy County Clerk 

John Slaughter, County Manager 
Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel 

 
 The Washoe County Board of Commissioners convened at 10:00 a.m. in 
regular session in the Commission Chambers of the Washoe County Administration 
Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, Nevada. Following the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the flag of our Country, the Clerk called the roll and the Board conducted the following 
business: 
 
17-0342 AGENDA ITEM 3 Public Comment.  
 
 Ms. Tammy Holt-Still provided a handout, which was placed on file with 
the Clerk. She said a gravel barrier was placed behind Compton Street but not behind 
Shane Street and she stated it needed a barrier also. She noted she had asked for a full 
accounting of the expenditures for the declared emergency in Lemmon Valley many 
times. She noted the Lemmon Valley residents were paying more money for reduced 
services from Waste Management and still had not heard about the additional services 
they requested. She was unhappy with the processes the County took to resolve the issues 
in Lemmon Valley.  
 
 Mr. Danny Cleous spoke regarding people speeding on his street and 
wanted the County to take measures to resolve the issue. He indicated the offenders lived 
in the neighborhood and the Sheriff’s Office did not want to deal with the issue. He was 
concerned about mosquitos and hoped there would be resolutions during Agenda Item 13. 
He spoke regarding the land in Lemmon Valley, which was saturated and he was 
concerned that rain would cause more flooding. 
 
 Ms. Elise Weatherly said police were waiting to catch people speeding and 
she thought law enforcement’s time could be utilized better helping with crime. She 
thought the state should utilize one language and not give preference to people who had 
not learned the English language.  
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 Mr. Sam Dehne spoke regarding the media, law enforcement, Sheriff 
Chuck Allen, the school bond tax, firefighters using C-130’s, and the Open Meeting Law 
at the Reno Gazette-Journal. 
 
 Ms. Cathy Brandhorst spoke about matters of concern to herself. 
 
 Ms. Nikki Berry requested the County supply dumpsters in the residential 
areas of Lemmon Valley so residents could start the cleanup effort.  
 
17-0343 AGENDA ITEM 4 Announcements/Reports.  
 
 Commissioner Berkbigler spoke regarding a letter that was received about 
the Steamboat Canal. She wanted a staff report related to the canals and the County’s 
responsibilities to maintain them.  
 
 Commissioner Hartung wanted the alarm ordinance response to be a 
priority. He did not understand why the issue was being put off until June 23rd. He 
requested staff to report to the Board regarding the possibility of a storm water utility 
plan for the North Valleys such as the one in Spanish Springs. He said water flows came 
from outside of Lemmon Valley and flowed into Swan Lake. He stated in Spanish 
Springs, the water flowed into an ore ditch and into Sparks but because of development, 
it was necessary to meter the water flows. He noted flooding was a countywide issue and 
all residents should assist in the maintenance of storm water utilities. He stated Spanish 
Springs had paid millions of dollars over the years for a storm water utility and it was a 
great model for the rest of the County. He said he had the honor of attending the James D. 
Hoff Peace Officer memorial and he noted that sadly another name, Detective Chad 
Parque from the North Las Vegas Police Department, was added to the memorial.  
 
 Commissioner Jung stated she attended the volunteer remembrance that 
the Senior Outreach Services organized to honor seniors lost in the past year. She said the 
County was honored for the printing and discretionary funds that were provided to the 
Senior Outreach Services. She asked for more than two hours of staff time to explore 
detention center issues with Sheriff Chuck Allen. She spoke about Agenda Item 5F1 
regarding the County and the Polygrarian Institute partnership. She said the institute 
provided education, research and public awareness along with outreach campaigns 
related to a food and prescription program through Renown Health; taught citizens to 
build irrigation systems, hoop houses, goat and sheep shelters, compost bins, and prune 
fruits and vegetables. She noted the Regional Parks and Open Space endorsed this 
program and she wanted to give $500 of her discretionary funds to them to cover the loss 
in revenue under their existing grazing lease. She requested an item be placed on an 
upcoming agenda to provide them with the funds.  
 
 Commissioner Hartung said he wanted to see several places within the 
detention facility but he thought an audit should be performed to review operational 
processes first.  
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 Commissioner Berkbigler said she received many complaints about a bear 
being shot by a Washoe County Deputy Sheriff. She was concerned that safety was an 
issue and she noted the Caughlin Ranch citizens were concerned about their 
neighborhood bears. She asked, in regards to Agenda Item 5F1, whether the neighbors 
should be notified of the hoop houses and programs taking place on the property.  
 
 Commissioner Jung clarified her request for time with the Sheriff and the 
detention facility was to help them with their issues. She said Commissioner Berkbigler’s 
concern regarding the neighbors to the Polygrarian Institute would not be an issue as the 
neighbors had goats and sheep on their property.  
 
 Chair Lucey requested staff time to research speeding issues on Andrews 
Lane and Rhodes Road and he wanted the process started for speed bumps to be installed. 
He and Commissioner Hartung had discussed funding between departments for legal 
defense and he noted each department paid into the fund through their annual budget. He 
was concerned that departments could exceed their budgets. He spoke regarding the 
Sheriff’s Department, which fell under the County umbrella. He noted Sheriff Allen 
announced he would not seek reelection and he was concerned about the department and 
the transition. The County needed to ensure the ability to transition was in place for the 
Sheriff whether it was training, funding or relocating Deputies. He said if a Deputy was 
not trained to deal with wild animals, they should not be placed in an area where they 
could encounter them. He then stated the American Public Transit Conference was in 
town and it brought people from all over the Country to experience the County’s transit 
processes. 
 
 CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS – 5A THROUGH 5I2 
 
17-0344 5A Acknowledge the communications and reports received by the Clerk 

on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners. 
 
17-0345 5B Acknowledge the grant award from the Office of Traffic Safety to the 

Second Judicial District Court, [in the amount of $20,000 ($20,000 in-kind 
match required),] retroactively for one year beginning October 1, 2016 to 
September 30, 2017 and direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the 
necessary budget amendments. District Court. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0346 5C Approve the revised Pro Tem Justice of the Peace panel for the Justice 

Courts pursuant to NRS 4.032; and, approve same to serve as a list of 
potential Administrative Enforcement Code hearing officers pursuant to 
Washoe County Code 125.225. Human Resources. (All Commission 
Districts.) 

 
17-0347 5D Approve the Continuum of Care – Permanent Supportive Housing 

Program Grant from the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), in the amount of [$82,368; $31,513 County match] 
to provide housing and supportive services for homeless families for the 
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period of September 1, 2017 through August 31, 2018; authorize the Chair 
to execute the grant agreement and direct the Comptroller’s Office to 
make the appropriate budget amendments. Social Services. (All 
Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0348 5E  Approve Fiscal Year 2017-2018 renewal of reimbursement to the City 

of Reno, for the salaries and benefits of (1.5) Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) positions with Emergency 911 funds to support region-
wide E911 GIS mapping services to the Public Safety Answering Points 
(PSAPS) in an amount not to exceed [$164,021]. Technology Services. 
(All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0349 5F1 Approve a Lease Agreement between Washoe County and 

Polygrarian Institute, a Nevada 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, for use 
of a five-acre parcel at Betsy Caughlin Donnelly Park for a 36 month term, 
commencing on May 15, 2017, as authorized under NRS 244.284. 
Community Services. (Commission District 1.) 

 
17-0350 5F2 Approve a Location Access Agreement between Washoe County and 

Gypsy Moth Productions commencing on May 10, 2017 and through June 
30, 2017, to access the Regional Emergency Operations Center to record 
and produce a documentary currently entitled “Broken Propeller;” and, if 
approved, authorize the Community Services Department Director to 
execute the Location Access Agreement on behalf of Washoe County. 
Community Services. (Commission District 3.) 

 
17-0351 5F3 Approve a Quitclaim Deed to convey real property, a portion of APN 

038-100-31 (totaling .37 acres) for use as a public right-of-way to the 
State of Nevada Department of Transportation; and if approved, direct the 
Clerk’s Office to record the Quitclaim Deed. Community Services.  
(Commission District 5.) 

 
17-0352 5G1 Acknowledge Receipt of the Interim Financial Report for Washoe 

County Governmental Funds for the Nine Months Ended March 31, 2017 
– Unaudited. Comptroller. (All Commission Districts.)   

 
17-0353 5G2 Approve the settlement of the claim of Flying ME Ranch v. Washoe 

County, et al in which Washoe County stipulates Plaintiff’s Ranch Roads 
are not public roads and agrees to permanently remove Plaintiff’s Ranch 
Roads from its Maps, GIS or otherwise and will manufacture and install 
two signs, designating private property, in locations designated by 
Plaintiff on Plaintiff’s property for all claims against all defendants. 
Comptroller. (All Commission Districts.) 
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17-0354 5H1 Acknowledge Receipt of the Washoe County 2017 Cash Controls 
Audit Report from the Internal Audit Division. Manager. (All Commission 
Districts.) 

 
17-0355 5H2 Approve Commission District Special Fund disbursement [in the 

amount of $17,700] for Fiscal Year 2016-2017; District 1 Commissioner 
Marsha Berkbigler recommends [$1,000] grant to University of Nevada, 
Reno for the Griffin/Santini Endowment Fund, [$8,500] grant to Duncan 
Traner Library for the addition of an Audio Station and Makerspace,  
[$2,500] grant to Truckee Meadows Parks Foundation for the Senior 
Walking Program, [$700] grant to Truckee Meadows Fire Protection 
District to sponsor seven children for the Kids Fire Camp, and [$5,000] 
grant to Friends of Washoe County Library for the Summer Reading 
Program 2017; approve Resolution necessary for same; and direct the 
Comptroller’s Office to make the necessary budget appropriation transfers 
and disbursements of funds. Manager. (Commission District 1.) 

 
17-0356 5H3 Approve Commission District Special Fund disbursement [in the 

amount of $20,000] for Fiscal Year 2016-2017; District 2 Commissioner 
Bob Lucey recommends [$2,000] grant to South Valleys Library, [$5,000] 
grant to Washoe County Regional Parks and Open Space for 
improvements at the South Valleys Park, [$5,000] grant to The National 
Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges,  [$2,500] grant to Truckee 
Meadows Parks Foundation for the Senior Walking Program, and [$5,500] 
grant to Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District to sponsor the Kids 
Fire Camp; approve Resolution necessary for same; and direct the 
Comptroller’s Office to make the necessary budget appropriation transfers 
and disbursements of funds. Manager. (Commission District 2.) 

 
17-0357 5H4 Approve a grant award [in the amount of $27,871.50[Match of 

$9,290.50], from Nevada Public Agency Insurance Pool Public Agency 
Compensation Trust for the Risk Management Grant Program, retroactive 
from March 21, 2017 through date of delivery, for the purpose of 
purchasing a Stryker Power-Pro XT Self-Loading Gurney, and direct the 
Comptroller to make the appropriate budget amendments. Manager. 
(Commission District 5.) 

 
17-0358 5H5 Approve Commission District Special Fund disbursement [in the 

amount of $6,000] for Fiscal Year 2016-2017; District 4 Commissioner 
Vaughn Hartung recommends [$5,500] grant to Truckee Meadows Fire 
Protection District to sponsor the Kids Fire Camp, and [$500] grant to 
Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District to sponsor five children from 
District 4 to attend the Kids Fire Camp; approve Resolution necessary for 
same; and direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the necessary budget 
appropriation transfers and disbursements of funds. Manager. 
(Commission District 4.) 
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17-0359 5H6 Approve Commission District Special Fund disbursement [in the 

amount of $2,500] for Fiscal Year 2016-2017; District 4 Commissioner 
Vaughn Hartung recommends, in support of  Adylenn Trimble projects, 
[$300] grant to the Children’s Cabinet, [ $300] grant to the Kids Kottage, [ 
$500] grant to the Food Bank of Northern Nevada, [$300] grant to the 
American Cancer Society, [$300] grant to the Renown Health Foundation, 
[ $300] grant to the Friends of the Washoe County Library, [$500] grant to 
the Washoe County School District – Spanish Springs Elementary; 
approve Resolution necessary for same; and direct the Comptroller’s 
Office to make the necessary budget appropriation transfers and 
disbursements of funds. Manager. (Commission District 4.) 

 
17-0360 5I1 Acknowledge Receipt of Status Report of Commissary Fund 

submitted by the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office Commissary Committee 
for Third Quarter for Fiscal Year 16/17.  Sheriff.  (All Commission 
Districts.) 

 
17-0361 5I2 Approve the attached resolution to augment the Regional Public 

Safety Training (RPSTC) Fund in the amount of [$36,000, net impact to 
General Fund is zero] using RPSTC Fund Carryover to cover previously 
approved unbudgeted expenditures for fiscal year 2016-2017; and if 
approved, direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the appropriate budget 
adjustments. Sheriff. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
 Commissioner Jung read the grant and donation items and thanked the 
Commissioners for the money provided from their budgets to help the community. 
 
 Commissioner Hartung asked for Agenda Item 5H5 to reflect the 
sponsorships were available to all children from Sparks, not just from District 4. 
 
 County Manager John Slaughter stated the sponsorships would be 
assigned accordingly. 
 
 On the call for public comment, Mr. Norman Azevedo stated Agenda Item 
5G2 was a proposed settlement related to his ranch and the County. He said the dispute 
was regarding a road that crossed a public easement. He indicated that after eight years he 
received a copy of the original map proving the road was a private road, not a public 
road. He stated the issue could have been resolved without a lawsuit or the many threats 
he received if the information was brought forward earlier.  
 
 Ms. Cathy Brandhorst spoke about matters of concern to herself. 
 
 Ms. Elise Weatherly spoke regarding Agenda Item 5B and said donating 
money to groups was important but she said she had donated to many groups in the past 
and found the funds were not being used as intended.  
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 Mr. Sam Dehne spoke regarding consent Agenda Item 5D, signing in to 
speak and the Volunteers of America.  
 
 On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner 
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Consent Agenda Items 5A 
through 5I2 be approved. Any and all Resolutions or Interlocal Agreements pertinent to 
Consent Agenda Items 5A through 5I2 are attached hereto and made a part of the minutes 
thereof. 
 
 BLOCK VOTE – 6 THROUGH 11 
 
17-0362 AGENDA ITEM 6 Recommendation to appoint one of Washoe County’s 

members to the Truckee River Fund Advisory Committee [staff 
recommends Brian Bonnenfant]. Community Services. (All Commission 
Districts.) 

 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner 
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Brian Bonnenfant be appointed 
to the Truckee River Fund Advisory Committee. 
 
17-0363 AGENDA ITEM 7 For possible action to approve, on the 

recommendation of the Chair, the appointment of Michael W. Lawson to 
the Washoe County Planning Commission representing Commission 
District 2 (generally includes the Southeast Truckee Meadows area, the 
Southwest Truckee Meadows area, and Washoe Valley), to fill an 
unexpired term beginning on June 6, 2017, and ending on June 30, 2019, 
or until such time as Mr. Lawson no longer serves on the Planning 
Commission or a successor is appointed, whichever occurs first.  
Community Services.  (Commission District 2.) 

 
 On the call for public comment, Cathy Brandhorst spoke about matters of 
concern to herself. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner 
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Michael W. Lawson be 
appointed to the Washoe County Planning Commission representing District 2.  
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17-0364 AGENDA ITEM 8 For possible action to approve, on the 
recommendation of the Chair, the appointment of Ken Krater to the 
Washoe County Planning Commission when the Commission convenes as 
the Capital Improvement Advisory Committee (CIAC) to fill a partial term 
beginning on May 9, 2017 and ending on June 30, 2017, and to fill a full 
term beginning on July 1, 2017, and ending June 30, 2021, or until such 
time as Mr. Krater no longer serves on the Planning Commission as a 
member of the CIAC or a successor is appointed, whichever occurs first.  
Community Services.  (All Commission Districts.) 

 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner 
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Ken Krater be appointed to the 
Washoe County Planning Commission when the Commission convenes as the Capital 
Improvement Advisory Committee. 
 
17-0365 AGENDA ITEM 9 Discussion and possible action to approve and direct 

the Washoe County Manager to sign the Nevada Shared Radio System 
Contract by and between the State of Nevada acting through its 
Department of Transportation, NV Energy and Washoe County, Nevada, 
as recommended by the Joint Operating Committee (JOC) of the Washoe 
County Regional Communications System (WCRCS). Technology 
Services.  (All Commission Districts.) 

 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner 
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 9 be approved and 
directed. 
 
17-0366 AGENDA ITEM 10 Recommendation to award a bid and approve the 

Agreement to the lowest responsive, responsible bidder for the North 
Valleys Phase V Sports Complex Addition Project, [staff recommends 
Sierra Nevada Construction, Inc., in the amount of $2,333,007.00]; and 
direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the appropriate budget 
adjustments. Community Services. (Commission District 5.) 

 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner 
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 10 be awarded, 
approved and directed. 
 
 



MAY 9, 2017  PAGE 9 

17-0367 AGENDA ITEM 11 Authorize the creation 1.0 FTE Program 
Coordinator, pending Job Evaluation Committee (JEC) approval, to 
provide daily oversight of program and operations of the Family 
Engagement Center (Visitation Center), funded 100% by the Victims of 
Crime Act (VOCA) sub-grant accepted by the Board on July 26, 2016. 
Direct the Human Resources Department to make the necessary staffing 
adjustments and initiate the recruitment process. Social Services (All 
Commission Districts.) 

 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Commissioner 
Hartung, which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 11 be authorized 
and directed. 
 
17-0368 AGENDA ITEM 12  Hold the first reading of an ordinance: (1) amending 

Ordinance No. 1000 in order to change the boundaries of District No. 24 
(Groundwater Remediation); (2) providing for a notice of a public hearing 
and other matters relating thereto; and (3) setting the public hearing for the 
second reading and possible adoption on June 13, 2017; AND Hold the 
first reading of an ordinance: (1) imposing a fee on the parcels of land in 
Washoe County, Nevada District No. 24 (Groundwater Remediation) to 
pay the costs of developing and carrying out a plan for remediation; (2) 
providing for a notice of a public hearing and other matters relating 
thereto; and (3) setting the public hearing for the second reading and 
possible adoption on June 13, 2017. Community Services. (All 
Commission Districts.) 

 
 The Chair opened the public hearing by calling on anyone wishing to 
speak for or against adoption of said Ordinance.  
 
 Jan Galassini, Chief Deputy County Clerk, read the title for Bill No. 1778. 
 
 Jan Galassini, Chief Deputy County Clerk, read the title for Bill No. 1779. 
 
 Commissioner Hartung asked whether dry cleaning companies in the 
community were being held responsible for the ground water contamination.  
 
 Legal Counsel Paul Lipparelli stated it was difficult to determine the 
sources of the contamination. He noted there were many different types of businesses that 
used contaminates and he said it was easier to collect revenue from the people who 
benefited from the treatment of the pollutants.  
 
 Commissioner Hartung stated he would support the item and he noted the 
Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA) was working on issues in Spanish Springs 
by testing new technology for cases related to high levels of nitrates, which could also 
work well for the Perchloroethylene (PCE) contamination. He noted PCEs had been 
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improperly disposed of for many years and continued to contaminate the groundwater. 
He thought the businesses such as dry cleaners that used PCEs should be held responsible 
for the contamination.  
  
 Director of Engineering Dwayne Smith stated some industries continued 
to use PCEs but dry cleaners in Sparks, except for one, discontinued the use of the 
solvents. 
 
 Commissioner Hartung said when PCEs were disposed of in the sewer 
system he thought they could leach out due to fractures in the waste system. 
 
 Mr. Smith stated it was difficult issue to determine but the dry cleaners 
were prohibited from disposing of chemicals in the drain. He indicated there were 
collection systems, processes and procedures in place at each dry cleaner to eliminate 
contamination. 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 Bill No. 1778 was introduced by Commissioner Hartung, and legal notice 
for final action of adoption was directed. 
 
 Bill No. 1779 was introduced by Commissioner Hartung, and legal notice 
for final action of adoption was directed. 
 
17-0369 AGENDA ITEM 13 Update on North Valleys flood incident operations. 

Community Services. (Commission District 5.)   
 
 Director of Community Services Dave Solaro conducted a PowerPoint 
presentation regarding the North Valleys Incident. He indicated there were three lakes in 
the North Valleys: Swan Lake, Silver Lake and White Lake. He said maintenance of the 
barrier system, pumping operations around Swan Lake, and recovery efforts for residents, 
were occurring. He said homes not protected by the barrier system were vulnerable to 
increasing lake elevation levels as the seasons transitioned. He referred to slide one of the 
presentation regarding the progress in Lemmon Valley. He reviewed the maps on slide 
two explaining the progresses that the County and the City of Reno had made to protect 
the businesses from Silver Lake and the residents from Swan Lake. He spoke regarding 
slides three and four, which related to the elevation levels of the lakes. He addressed the 
status of the homes affected and explained the plan, which was intended to go to mid-
summer and beyond. He reviewed slide eight that explained the mosquito situation and 
what the County was doing to mitigate the issue. He noted the mosquito issue was not 
specific to the North Valleys but was countywide. He said the concerns with mosquitos 
was related to the West Nile Virus and the Health District indicated reports of the West 
Nile Virus increased after previous flood years. He provided the PowerPoint presentation, 
which was placed on file with the Clerk.  
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 Commissioner Hartung stated Spanish Springs had an issue with 
mosquitos for years due to the open water and the area anticipated more issues this year. 
He thanked Mr. Solaro for the update. He asked about placing barriers in roads to act as 
speed bumps and he wondered who would be responsible if an emergency vehicle hit 
them and sustained damage. 
 
 Legal Counsel Paul Lipparelli stated obstructing a public road could be a 
criminal offense prosecutable as a misdemeanor. 
 
 Commissioner Hartung was concerned about residents placing sandbags in 
the roads in an attempt to control speeding and he thought contacting the Sheriff’s Office 
for assistance was the proper way to resolve the issue. He asked about increased traffic 
when the National Championship Air Races occurred in September.  
 
 Mr. Solaro stated the issue was getting residents in and out of their 
neighborhood by utilizing Military Road.  
 
 Commissioner Hartung stated he was glad the County was planning for 
increased traffic ahead of time.  
 
 Commissioner Berkbigler thanked Mr. Solaro for the presentation. She 
said she reminded the residents of Incline Village that staff were spread thin due to many 
other affected areas. She was concerned about Lemmon Valley Drive because her family 
lived there and continued to ask about the re-opening of the road. She said if she 
understood it correctly, Lemmon Valley Drive belonged to the City of Reno.  
 
 Mr. Solaro stated staff was working with the City of Reno regarding 
Lemmon Valley Drive and there was a possibility that sections of the road would need to 
be replaced. He stated the road had been identified for public assistance through the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) declaration. He said staff was working 
through the process but until the water receded, it was difficult to assess the amount of 
damage.  
 
 Commissioner Berkbigler said she walked her dogs along Alum Creek, 
near the Truckee River, and she noted the water was moving so quickly that it lifted the 
asphalt. She stated it was fascinating to see the damage to an area after the City of Reno 
repaired the walking path, which was washed out from previous flooding. She said the 
repairs would be significant and would not be completed overnight. 
 
 County Manager John Slaughter spoke regarding the mosquito issues and 
he stated during a normal year the Health District, who was responsible for vector 
control, budgeted for mosquito abatement. He indicated in a typical year the Health 
District treated 250 acres for mosquitos. Due to storms and flooding this was an abnormal 
year so staff had been working with the Health District to identify funding to mitigate the 
additional vector control. He confirmed this was a countywide issue and noted in the 
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most recent budget meeting the impacts that the natural disasters had on the budget were 
discussed. He said staff was working to mitigate the mosquito issue in a timely manner. 
 
 Commissioner Jung indicated a significant amount of tax dollars had been 
spent in one area of the County and if and when the full accounting became public, there 
would be many upset citizens. She noted the budget was limited and immense amounts of 
time and taxpayer dollars had been expended in Lemmon Valley. She talked about the 
Lemmon Valley residents who attended the Board meetings to complain and thought the 
majority of their homes were not directly affected by the floods. She stated the County 
had provided housing, food, as well as fund drives for the affected residents and she 
thought it was time to focus on other issues within the County. She mentioned the 
residents who spoke at the Board meetings were dissatisfied with staff and stated they 
were not handling the situation well, but she noted this was a natural disaster and the 
work staff had done was in addition to their regular duties. She noted other issues in the 
County were important and staff was spread thin due to the natural disasters. Staff was 
unable to provide assistance in needed areas including a meeting she had to cancel 
because there were not any staff members available to facilitate it. She thanked Mr. 
Solaro and his staff for their hard work. As the Chair of the District Board of Health, she 
thanked Mr. Slaughter for taking time to speak to the District Health Officer. She 
indicated there were no extra funds in the budget to provide additional mosquito 
abatement and noted the coverage area could be up to five times larger than what was 
budgeted.  
 
 There was discussion about grants or funding through the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to assist with the additional vector control. It was 
determined no grants or funds were available currently but staff would exhaust all 
avenues to seek funding. There was concern regarding the Zika and West Nile viruses but 
it was noted the area was not the proper climate for the Zika virus and the Health District 
tested for the West Nile virus continually.  
 
 There was discussion about a tentative date for Lemmon Valley Drive to 
re-open and it was determined it could be late fall before that occurred. It was noted once 
the water receded, there would be safety inspections of the road and portions of it could 
require replacement.  
 
 Mr. Solaro stated Swan Lake could rise faster as it became smaller. He 
said no one knew how the lake would react to the next wet season. 
 
 Chair Lucey stated he received an email from a resident in Lemmon 
Valley requesting reimbursement for the extra mileage traveled around the closed road. 
He indicated there would be no reimbursements. He said there could be some property 
tax adjustments in certain instances due to the flooding but not for residents who lived 
near the flooding; there would have to be flood damage to the structures.  
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 There was discussion about placing dumpsters in Lemmon Valley for 
residents to start the cleanup efforts. It was determined an insurance claim of an affected 
home would cover the cost of a dumpster. Waste Management had reached out to 
residents to inform them of the procedures. There was concern about the disposal of 
sandbags and it was suggested residents retain them in case of additional flooding from 
snowmelt. It was indicated the County did not supply dumpsters in the Little Valley Fire 
cleanup. 
 
 On the call for public comment, Ms. Tammy Holt-Still indicated her home 
was not flooded in Lemmon Valley but she came to speak for people who were flooded. 
She displayed photos of flooded streets where no barriers were placed. The photos 
displayed were placed on file with the Clerk during Agenda Item 3.  
 
 Mr. Danny Cleous invited the Commissioners to come to his house to 
witness the struggles of his neighbors who attempted to rebuild. He stated the neighbors 
were doing the least expensive processes to get back into their homes due to the lack of 
money to repair their homes properly. He read from the Swan Lake master plan about the 
amount of effluent water that ran into the lake and noted there were more than 490-acre 
feet going into the lake every day. He said the Sheriff’s Department and the Truckee 
Meadows Fire Protection District stated that sandbag speed bumps were the best way to 
slow down speeders. He mentioned Marshall Realty donated a dumpster for the 
community. He stated he was not seeing the help from the County that he was told was 
there.  
 
 On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 13 be accepted. 
 
17-0370 AGENDA ITEM 14 Discussion and direction to staff regarding 

legislation or legislative issues proposed by legislators, by Washoe County 
or by other entities permitted by the Nevada State Legislature to submit 
bill draft requests, or such legislative issues as may be deemed by the 
Chair or the Board to be of critical significance to Washoe County. 
Manager. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
 County Manager John Slaughter asked for Agenda Items 14 and 15 be 
heard together. 
 
 Management Services Director Al Rogers reported for week 13 of the 
legislative session and detailed the report from the previous week. He reviewed his 
report, which displayed the bills the Board supported, were neutral about, opposed and 
bills being watched. He asked the Board for direction on Assembly Bill (AB) 271, AB 
384, Senate Bill (SB) 356 and SB 462. He provided documents, which were placed on 
file with the Clerk. 
 
 Commissioner Berkbigler indicated she testified in support of SB 462 and 
she clearly stated the Board had not approved the bill. She said the bill was Senator 
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James Settelmeyer’s bill and some amendments had been made to create a better bill; 
however, they also made it a weaker bill. She thought it was a step in the right direction 
because it allowed the Board to review General Improvement Districts (GIDs). She stated 
in Douglas County there were 22 GIDs. She stated due to a dispute between neighbors, 
the GID approved to have one side of the street plowed when it snowed and the plow 
pushed the snow onto the other side of the road. Residents who were on the GID lived on 
the side of the road that was plowed, but residents who were not on the GID lived on the 
side of the road that was not plowed and they could not enter or exit their properties due 
to the piled snow. She said this was done with taxpayer dollars and it was not acceptable 
behavior. She noted most of the GIDs operated without audits. She stated there was no 
jurisdiction to take over the operations of the GIDs and she thought this would allow the 
County to review GIDs to ensure they were operating properly. She said any potential 
changes would have to be approved by the Legislature in 2019. She thought the bill could 
be stronger but she said it had potential to benefit the County. 
 
 Chair Lucey stated he would support Commissioner Berkbigler. He said 
the work she had put into SB 462 and the amendments to the bill deserved the Board’s 
support. He stated he would support the opposition of AB 384 and SB 356.  
 
 On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Chair Lucey which 
motion duly carried, it was ordered that the Board support SB 462 and oppose AB 384 
and SB 356.  
 
 Assistant County Manager Kevin Schiller spoke regarding recreational 
marijuana. He stated he was on the Governor’s Task Force, which met twice a month in 
Carson City and he noted the task force were nearing completion. He stated the primary 
focus was coordination between Nevada Association of Counties (NACO) and the 
League of Cities for local government funding and the structure should be concluded by 
June. He said the bill draft requests were moving through the Legislature for the funding 
proposals and for recommendations to the Department of Taxation. He indicated 
marijuana oversite and regulations were going to shift responsibility from Public and 
Behavioral Health to the Department of Taxation. There were two current funding 
proposals but nothing was confirmed. He said one of the proposals was for a percentage 
of Excise tax and the other was for licensing fees and fees associated with annual gross 
revenue. He noted related to the licensing proposal, discussion regarding the proposal 
contemplated a three to eight percent fee, which could bring in millions of dollars of 
revenue. He said they had to be cautious of the percentage fee because if recreational 
marijuana was overtaxed it could push support to the black market. He stated there would 
be a formal update once a recommendation was made. He indicated there was an early 
start date of July 1st and noted the regulations that were released were temporary 
regulations from the state. He said the difference in the regulatory structure was pursuant 
to what the voters passed related to medical marijuana dispensaries and existing 
certificate holder’s connection to recreational marijuana. He stated he was working with 
the City of Reno and staff to establish a concurrent start date for recreational marijuana 
implementation. He said once the legislative session concluded the discussions could 
continue regarding legislative, regulatory and financial impacts related to recreational 
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marijuana. He noted this was not an action item, but information would be brought back 
in the near future.  
 
 Commissioner Berkbigler noted she had not reviewed the temporary 
regulations, but as she understood it, the regulations allowed the current medical 
marijuana dispensaries to sell recreational marijuana without any approval from the local 
governments. Mr. Schiller stated that was correct.  
 
 Commissioner Berkbigler asked whether the County required dispensaries 
to be licensed and if there was there a cap regarding the charges for recreational 
marijuana licenses. 
 
 Mr. Schiller stated dispensaries would be required to be licensed for 
recreational marijuana and the fee structure would be brought back to the Board. 
 
 Chair Lucey thanked Mr. Schiller for the report and stated he received 
nothing but praise about the job he was doing in Carson City. 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Chair Lucey, which 
motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 14 be accepted. 
 
17-0371 AGENDA ITEM 15 Discussion and direction to staff regarding 

legislation or legislative issues proposed by legislators, by Truckee 
Meadows Fire Protection District or by other entities permitted by the 
Nevada State Legislature to submit bill draft requests, or such legislative 
issues as may be deemed by the Chair or the Board of Fire Commissioners 
to be of critical significance to Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District.  
Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District.  (All Commission Districts.) 

 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Berkbigler, seconded by Chair Lucey, which 
motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 15 be accepted. 
 
17-0372 AGENDA ITEM 16 Discussion and update pursuant to Commissioners’ 

previous requests and/or topics for future agendas. 
 
 Management Services Director Al Rogers spoke regarding the BCC 
Monthly Report. He reviewed the metric of requests and the 311 communications that 
were captured and reported. He said staff did a great job with the 311 calls by referring 
callers to the proper departments. He stated 311 was still in the infancy stage and noted 
the branding would be revealed to the community soon. He provided documents, which 
were placed on file with the Clerk. 
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 Commissioner Hartung mentioned the alarm ordinance request and stated 
he was in support of sending the County alarm service out to bid to obtain a different 
provider. He indicated Alarm Tracking and Billing (ATB) had not responded back to the 
County Commission with information regarding the late fees charged. He said he brought 
the issue to staff’s attention at the end of 2016 and it needed to be resolved. He noticed 
Waste Management (WM) was not on the list of his items to be addressed and said his 
disposal bill went up again. 
 
 Chair Lucey stated the WM issue needed to be moved to the primary 
request list until the issue was completely resolved and the amendments were made. He 
said he agreed with Commissioner Hartung about the alarm company and the disregard of 
the Board’s requests. He said County Manager John Slaughter assured him a report 
would be coming about the alarm fees in general, but the issue needed a resolution within 
the month of May. 
 
 Commissioner Hartung said a request for proposal (RFP) would need to be 
processed by the end of the fiscal year. 
 
 Mr. Rogers stated staff would work in partnership with the Sheriff’s 
Office to bring back County Code 54 to address the potential changes needed. 
 
 Commissioner Hartung thought it was not an issue with the County Code 
but an issue with the alarm company. He stated they seemed to be acting independently, 
but it reflected on Washoe County because the letters appeared to come from the County. 
He wanted an accounting from the alarm company presented to the Board. 
 
 Chair Lucey stated the County lost control of the content of 
communications when a third party vendor used the Washoe County logo. He thought it 
was reasonable to ask the alarm company to supply an accounting of fees. He addressed 
his request to return as a flood board member and thought that was resolved internally 
and Commissioner Herman would continue to maintain her position.  
 
 Mr. Rogers stated that item would be on the May 23rd agenda for 
reaffirmation.  
 
 Chair Lucey asked for an explanation of the term “memo” being the next 
step on the active requests report. He wanted more in-depth information and dates for the 
items that were not yet resolved. He wanted an update regarding the Thomas Creek 
speeding issue. He and Commissioner Jung dealt with wild horse issues in the Washoe 
Valley and he noted the residents requested the County construct a solar slashing sign 
warning drivers about wild horse crossing on Eastlake Boulevard.  
 
 Commissioner Jung suggested Mr. Rogers’ report be reviewed one-on-one 
with Commissioners. She thought that process would be a better use of time than during a 
business meeting. She liked how the 311 data was presented.  
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 Mr. Rogers indicated staff would continue to perform one-on-ones as they 
were able. He stated the updates were intended to be on the agenda for the first meeting 
of the month so they could continue dialog throughout the month. He defined the term 
“memo” meant the intent was to communicate in memo format to notify the entire Board 
of the steps taken. He stated the memos would be defined as best as they could. 
 
 Chair Lucey stated if 311 calls came in with concerns in all districts, they 
needed to be elevated immediately.  
 
 Commissioner Hartung stated item 14 on the request log regarding Waste 
Management contract variations between Washoe County and Incline Village should be 
changed to include all issues with Waste Management.  
 
 County Manager John Slaughter stated staff would continue to refine the 
report. He said there was a note of caution about too much detail related to the individual 
items because if items were not agendized, the topics could not be discussed in detail. He 
wanted the Board to promote information about 311 to the community as a form of 
communication with citizens. He said he checked frequently to determine the most 
discussed issues. He stated it was a great source of information in the County.  
 
 There was no public comment or action taken on this item. 
 
17-0373 AGENDA ITEM 17 Public Comment.  
 
 On the call for public comment, Ms. Cathy Brandhorst signed in, but was 
not present to speak. 
 
17-0374 AGENDA ITEM 18  Announcements/Reports.  
 
 Commissioner Hartung said he received communication from a 
constituent stating the irrigation ditches in the County were bone dry. He thought citizens 
should be made aware that Truckee River Operating Agreement (TROA) controlled the 
water supply.  
 
 Commissioner Jung stated Lemmon Valley updates no longer needed to be 
agendized and she wanted staff to explore a special tax for that area so in the future the 
County could ensure the residents were paying towards flooding issues. She thought they 
should be assessed like the rest of the county for special circumstances. 
 
 Commissioner Herman stated Lemmon Valley flooding was real and had 
been happening since January. She appreciated what was done to help but she said there 
were still people under water. She said this issue could not be minimized and the County 
needed to deal with the impacts. 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * 
12:25 p.m. There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 
without objection.  
 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      BOB LUCEY, Chair 
      Washoe County Commission 
ATTEST:  
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
NANCY PARENT, County Clerk and 
Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners 
 
Minutes Prepared by: 
Doni Gassaway, Deputy County Clerk  
 






























































